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Smithville Independent School District
901 N.E. 6th Street

 P.O. Box 479
Smithville, Texas 78957

Phone: 512-237-2487
General Course Descriptions

Junior High Symphonic Band 
The Symphonic Band is a primarily 8th grade performing ensemble. The Symphonic band participates in many activities including pep-rallies, concerts, Region Band competitions, Solo and Ensemble Contests, and UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest. 
 Junior High Concert Band 
The Concert Band is a primarily 7th grade performing ensemble. The Concert band participates in many activities including pep-rallies, concerts, Region Band competitions, Solo and Ensemble Contests, and UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest. 

Sixth Grade Beginning Band
The beginning band is made up of 6th grade students.  The 6th grade band classes are split according to which instrument the student will be playing. In these classes students will learn the fundamentals of playing a wind or percussion instrument.  The beginning band participates in many activities including concerts and Solo and Ensemble Contest.  
Smithville Band Website
The band website is designed to help you and your parents be informed of important information.  You can download music files, access our online Charms database, and also access other information.  Some features require a username and password which will be given out in class. The band website address is:  www.smithvilleband.com 

Charms Music Office Assistant

There is a link to Charms Music Office Assistant on our band website (www.smithvilleband.com).  You may log on to your child’s Charms account by entering their student ID number.  Here you will find your child’s fundraising account information.  You may also update your child’s contact information from the Charms website.  
Fundraisers
We usually have only one catalog fundraiser a year to help raise funds for our band program as well as helping the students earn money toward their band trip.  Our fundraiser is scheduled for September and will last about two weeks.  Fundraising is not required, however, we ask each student to participate in the fundraiser to help our band program.
Grading Policy
I. Weekly Participation Grades     

Since band is a participation based class, you will earn a weekly grade for participation. The grade will be earned by participating fully in class (proper playing posture, hand position, behavior, playing fundamentals), and bringing all supplies (music, pencil, instrument, reeds, valve oil, etc.) to class everyday.  Students will have 6 weekly grades per six weeks grading period. This grade cannot be made up; however, the student may improve his/her grade by bringing all materials and exhibiting appropriate participation in class for the remainder of the six weeks.

II. Playing Grades 

Playing grades will consist of quizzes and tests given every week, played by the student on his/her instrument. The student will be asked to play a short musical excerpt from material being covered in class.  Generally quizzes are given every Tuesday and tests every Friday, however, pop quizzes should be expected at any time.  The quizzes/tests will be given in class or recorded on a computer, video or audio device in the band hall or at home.  In the event a child is absent the day a quiz or test is given, the student will be given the opportunity to make up the grade upon return to school.  A student may also try to improve a playing grade (if an attempt was made when the playing grade was due) at any time during the six weeks by playing for a director before or after school.  Refusal to attempt a playing quiz/test will result in a zero that may not be made up.  Any attempt is better than nothing at all since playing grades may be made up!
III. Performance Grades

Performance grades consist of grades taken for participation and attendance in concerts/contests, pep rallies, Winter Concert, Pre-UIL Concert, UIL Contest, Spring music festivals, and Spring Concert.  To get full credit, the student must be on time and in the required uniform. A performance grade MAY NOT BE MADE UP.  The only excused absences from performances will be for family emergencies and serious illness (with medical documentation).  Please look at the list of required performances on the band calendar included with this handbook and mark your calendars!
V. Practice/Homework Grades
6th Grade - Practice sheets are given to 6th grade students to help them learn proper practice habits.  Practice sheets are due every Tuesday and will not be accepted late. Practice sheets must have a parent’s signature. If a student is absent on Tuesday, the practice sheet will be accepted on the first day he/she returns to school. Students will have 6 practice sheet grades per six-weeks (the first 6 weeks will only have 3).  
 7th & 8th Grade - Seventh and eighth grade band students will be required to return a practice statement signed by the parents at the beginning of each semester.
6th, 7th & 8th Grade Band Students - Students will also be given playing grades for homework to be recorded on a computer and sent via the internet to the band directors.  Training on this process will be given before any assignments are made.  Students who do not have internet/computer access at home may obtain permission to use the computers in the practice rooms in the band hall before or after school or during tutorials.
Random weekly locker checks will be counted towards a homework grade.  If a student’s instrument is left in the band hall over night, they are obviously not practicing at home.
Contests
UIL Concert & Sight-reading Contest: 
** Symphonic and Concert Bands Only

During UIL Concert competition in April, each band performs three pieces of music in front of three judges.  From there they proceed to the Sight-reading portion of the contest where the band is expected to perform a piece of music they have never seen before.

The Symphonic and Concert bands will have scheduled sectionals to prepare for contest during the spring semester.  The bands will also have a pre-UIL concert and or festival to help prepare them for competition. All of these activities are listed on your calendar; attendance and proper uniform are required.

ATSSB Middle School All- Region Band 

** Symphonic and Concert Bands Only

ATSSB Region auditions are held in November each year.  Students may sign up to audition on their instrument(s).  The entrance fee for this year is $8.00.  Students will prepare two etudes and several scales and play them for a panel of three judges for placement in either the Symphonic or Concert bands.  Students will be placed in chairs and bands based on their performance.  Not all students who audition will make one of the All-Region Bands. Students who earn a chair in either the Symphonic or Concert Bands will attend a two-day clinic at a local area high school the following weekend.  Students will learn music and be directed by a special clinician. The Region bands give a concert on the last day of the clinic.  It is a great honor to participate in one of the ATSSB Middle School Region Bands. 
Solo and Ensemble
** 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Students

Solo and Ensemble contest usually occurs in May.  Each individual enrolled in band will learn a solo.  The student may choose to perform their solo in class for a grade or for a judge at the contest.  Students may also choose to compete with a small group called an ensemble in addition to their solo.  Students pay a registration fee for each solo or ensemble entry.  The students will perform their selection for a judge and will be given comments and a rating.  
Pep-Rallies
** 7th and 8th grade - Symphonic and Concert Bands Only

All Tiger Band Members will need to have their instrument, flip folder, music and a lyre at every pep rally.  Band members who are also cheerleaders, mascots, and football players are required to perform with the band during pep rallies. Students are given a performance grade for pep rallies (participation, proper uniform, correct supplies and music are required and are part of the grade).
Concerts 
Holiday and Spring Concerts

** For ALL BAND STUDENTS

Students will prepare and perform concert selections for an audience.  The holiday concert will be in December at either the cafetorium or junior high gym. The spring concert also serves as our annual band awards ceremony.  Attendance, participation and proper uniform are required at each concert.
5th Grade Holiday Concert

** 6th Grade Only
Students will prepare and perform concert selections for the 5th grade classes.  This concert is held during the school day in the band hall.  Parents are encouraged to attend.  Sixth grade students will need to wear nice dress clothes.
Pre-UIL Concert

** Symphonic and Concert Bands
Symphonic and Concert Band members will play their UIL contest music for mock judges a few weeks prior to UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest.  Attendance for all academically eligible 7th & 8th graders is required.  Students need to wear their concert uniform to this performance.

Brown Primary Concert

** Symphonic Band Only
Students will prepare and perform concert selections for the Brown Primary Students in May.  This concert is held during the school day in the cafeteria at Brown.  Parents are encouraged to attend.  Symphonic Band students will be required to wear their band t-shirt and blue jeans at this performance.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Certain events are considered co-curricular. This means that these events are considered extensions of the classroom that happen outside of the regular class time. Co-curricular events such as concerts require attendance by ALL BAND MEMBERS, regardless of their eligibility status. 

Certain events are considered extra-curricular. This means that these are competition-oriented, require loss of class time other than band class or require an admission fee. 

In order to participate in all extracurricular band activities, the student must be eligible.  To be eligible during the first six weeks of school, students must have been promoted from their previous grade level.  A student who receives, at the end of any grading period, after the first six weeks of the school year, a grade below seventy in any academic class or a student with disabilities who fails to meet the standards in the Individual Education Plan (IEP) may not participate in extracurricular activities for at least three school weeks.  An ineligible student may practice and rehearse.  The student regains eligibility (at the end of a 3 week grading cycle) if the principal and teachers determine that he or she has earned a passing grade (seventy or above) in all academic classes. 
Co-curricular and extra-curricular events will be a part of the student's grade in band. Only ineligible students will be excused from extra-curricular events and it will not affect their grade. These students will complete an alternative assignment to substitute for the missed performance.
Behavior 

Tiger Band members represent their families, school, and community.  Students must always act appropriately and must follow all school rules as outlined in the Smithville Junior High School Student Handbook and Code of Conduct.  In addition to these rules, students must follow additional rules.  
FULL AND APPROPRIATE PARTICIPATION

Students are expected to participate fully and appropriately at all times during rehearsal.  Full and appropriate participation means that the student is ready to play when requested, does not disrupt rehearsal and exhibits proper playing fundamentals at all times.  
NO TALKING IN BAND REHEARSAL

Due to the large number of students in the Tiger Band, talking must be kept to a minimum.  Students are expected to raise their hand and be recognized. This is the only way to efficiently use rehearsal time
 
DO NOT ARRIVE LATE TO CLASS OR BAND REHEARSAL

Each member in the band depends on other members being present so that proper rehearsing can take place. Therefore, each student is expected to be in his/her seat with all equipment and materials by the time rehearsal starts. 

HAVE ALL MATERIALS FOR BAND REHEARSAL
Make sure that you bring all materials that might be necessary in class such as band binder, instrument, music, pencil, and accessories.
 
NO CHEWING GUM, EATING, OR DRINKING IN THE BAND HALL

Gum, food, and drinks tend to disrupt class and can often damage instruments and equipment in the band hall. 
WEAR FULL UNIFORM IN PUBLIC

When required to wear a band uniform, students are expected to appear in full uniform at all times. Remember, you are representing the Smithville Tiger Band.
WEAR APPROPRIATE CLOTHING AT ALL BAND ACTIVITIES
Students must wear appropriate clothing at rehearsals and on trips. Students must follow the Smithville ISD dress code for all trips and extra rehearsals. Hats should not be worn in the band hall or in any part of the building.

NO PROFANITY

Disruptive, vulgar, or obscene behavior or language in any form is inappropriate and will not be tolerated.

Students not complying with these rules will face disciplinary action. Disciplinary consequences for breaking a rule include detention, office referral and/or grade reduction.  Band detention will include; time served during lunch or after school, band hall straightening and clean up and may also include scraping gum from chairs, stands and floor.
**Students may be removed and/or placed on probation from the band program at the discretion of the band director, for participating in illegal activities. These activities include but are not limited to:

1.
Possession, distribution or use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal substances (including misuse of over the counter medications)

2.
Any activities punishable as a felony


3.
Stealing


4.
Fighting or threatening harm to others or yourself
Personal Items
The Tiger Band is not responsible for students’ belongings.  Students should not ask any staff member of the Tiger Band to hold, watch or guard any personal items.  Leave all personal items of value at HOME.  The staff is not responsible for personal items lost or stolen at school or on school-sponsored trips.

According to Texas state law, public school districts are not liable for personal property that is stolen at school.  The band department strongly encourages instrument(s) be included on the homeowner’s insurance policy.  Call the band hall for information on insurance companies that specialize in musical instrument insurance.
Personal items left unsecured (not locked in locker) in the band hall will be placed in the junior high lost and found.  We will not keep a lost and found in the band hall.
Instrument Storage 
Students may store their instruments in the band hall (lockers/shelves) during the school day only! Instruments should not be left at school at night. Using the band hall as a storage area is a privilege which can be taken away if abused.  If a student's instrument is left in the band hall over night, this will affect the student's grade in band and will jeopardize their locker privilege. Instruments may be dropped off at the band hall in the morning upon arrival at school.  Each instrument must be picked up from the band hall immediately after school.
It is very important to keep your lockers locked!!  This not only helps to secure your belongings, it also reduces the risk of losing or misplacing your lock.  Students who leave their locks unlocked will have their locker privilege suspended and will have to take personal responsibility of their instrument until their locker is reissued. 

 Fees
All students who use a school-owned instrument will be required to pay an instrument usage fee. The fee is $40 per year. This fee covers normal wear and tear of the instrument. Any damage caused by student negligence will be the responsibility of the student. The rental fee balance must be paid in full before an instrument will be issued to a student.  Students are expected to keep their instruments clean and in working order. Students should not play other students’ instruments.  If instrument repairs are needed, students should bring their instrument to a band director who will advise them on the proper steps to take.
Each band member is required to purchase a band t-shirt.  This shirt will serve as a uniform for pep-rallies and some concerts. The cost of the band shirt will be $10. 

Each band member is also asked to purchase a $3 band binder. The band will provide a binder with 10 sheet protectors in it.  
Other fees may include participation in Region Band Auditions and Solo and Ensemble Contest.  For your convenience, the band will also sell certain items such as flip folders, lyres and reeds.  The price for these varies based on the instrument.  
Materials

All Students: All students will need to report to band class each day with their instrument, accessories, music/book, flip folder/lyre ( Symphonic and Concert Bands), band binder and a pencil. Without these materials, the student is unable to participate fully in class. Failure to bring all materials to class will result in a lower grade in band.
Brass players: 
· Valve oil 
· Cleaning materials for instrument 
· French horn players need a small eye glass screwdriver and French horn string 
Woodwinds:
· must have at least 3 good reeds at all times (begin the year with a full box of reeds)
Extra reeds may be purchased from the band directors before or after school only…not during class!
· cleaning materials for instruments

· small eye glass screwdriver

Percussion:
· 1 pair of snare drum sticks (Vic Firth SD1 General)
· 1 pair of yarn mallets (Mike Balter 12 BB, med. hard green yarn or Vic Firth M2 or M3) 
· 1 pair med. hard rubber mallets (Vic Firth M6 or Mike Balter M4 or MH5)
· 1 pair timpani mallets (Vic Firth T-1)
· Stick bag 

· Metronome
Uniforms
Students must be in full, required uniform to receive full credit for performances.

Casual  (Pep Rally) Uniform 

This uniform will be used by 7th and 8th grade band members for pep rallies and 1 HS football game, and used for some concerts for the 6th grade band. 
Band t-shirt
Full length blue jeans 

Tennis shoes 

Dress uniform is used by 7th and 8th grade band members for more formal events, such as concerts and contests.  Please check your uniform about 2 weeks prior to each event to ensure completeness and proper fit.
· Black dress pants (length – below ankle/above bottom of heel)
· White oxford button-up shirt with a collar and sleeves

· Black socks

· Black closed-toe shoes  

· Neck tie (boys only, color and pattern of your choosing) 
***If there is a financial problem in obtaining the uniform, please contact the band staff ASAP***
Band Trips
Students will receive the opportunity to attend the spring band trip. The purpose of this trip is to reward students for their hard work, excellent behavior, eligibility to attend UIL contest and 100% participation every day in class and at extra rehearsals.

*** PLEASE NOTE – Symphonic and Concert band students who are not academically eligible to attend UIL Concert and Sight-Reading Contest will not be permitted to attend the trip. Students who are not academically eligible at the time of the trip will also not be permitted to attend.
Money for the students’ trip cannot be refunded after group arrangements have been made.  If a student is unable to attend the trip for any reason, the only refund available will be their park ticket and meal band to use at any time during the current season and after the date of the band trip.

Awards
Outstanding 6th grade musician (brass, ww, perc.)
Outstanding 7th grade musician 

Outstanding 8th grade musician 

Director's Award 

Most Improved 6th Grade Musician
Most Improved 7th Grade Musician

Most Improved 8h Grade Musician

The Distinguished Musician Award 
The Distinguished Musician Award is designed to challenge all band students to strive for an exceptional level of musical excellence. 

· Perform all 12 major scales (90% + accuracy) or Earn a seat in the All-Region
· Earn a 1st division on a solo at Solo and Ensemble Contest
· Punctually attend all rehearsals and performances
· Be academically eligible for all band events

Smithville JH Band Calendar 2009 – 2010

Fall Semester

Date


Event

Aug. 25

First Day of School

Sept. ?

Pep Rally - TBA** (drumline only)

Sept. 17
Fundraiser Begins (fundraiser order forms and money due Oct. 1st)

Oct. 1

Fundraiser forms and money due

Oct.  1

Pep Rally** (All 7th &8th grade band members ~ band t-shirt, blue 




jeans, 
tennis shoes) Also, make sure you have a flip folder and lyre.

Oct. 15

Pep Rally** (All 7th &8th grade band members ~ band t-shirt, blue 




jeans, 
tennis shoes) Also, make sure you have a flip folder and lyre.

Oct. 29

Pep Rally** (All 7th &8th grade band members ~ band t-shirt, blue 




jeans, 
tennis shoes) Also, make sure you have a flip folder and lyre.

Nov. 7

8th Graders** invited to perform in the stands with high school band.



Wear pep rally uniform.

Nov. 14
ATSSB M.S. Region Band Auditions** –  



Taylor Middle School - $7 per entry 



(students will learn music for a grade in class – students are highly encouraged to 


enter the contest, but not required)

Nov. 20-21
ATSSB M.S. Region Clinic/Concert** – Hutto HS




Friday–6:30–9:00p.m.




Saturday–9:00a.m.–11:30a.m.




Saturday–1:30–4:00p.m.




Concert Begins at 7:00p.m.

Dec. 10
6th Graders perform for 5th grade (during school) – nice dress clothes

Dec. 10
HS/JH Band Holiday Concert – JH Cafetorium – 7p.m.



6th, 7th and 8th grade band members 



(6th – nice dress clothes; 7th & 8th concert uniform)



Co-curricular event – all students are required to attend regardless of eligibility.

**- these events require academic eligibility (passing all classes)

All band events are a required part of the student’s grade unless noted above

This calendar is subject to change.  We will try to give plenty of notice if an event changes.

Spring Semester

Feb. 1

J.H. Band After-School Sectionals Begin (7th & 8th grade)

Feb. 25
J.H. Pre-UIL Concert** – Cafetorium – 7p.m. 



(7th & 8th grade – concert uniform)

Mar 10             UIL Band C/CC Jr. High Band Concert & 

                         Sight-reading Contest** @ Taylor High School 

                         (Concert and Symphonic Bands 7-8 gr – concert uniform)

Mar 24/25/26
Blinn Concert Festival**–  Brenham, TX 




(Concert and Symphonic Bands 7-8 gr – concert uniform) 





May 4

J.H./M.S. Solo & Ensemble**–   4 pm - Smithville HS 



(6th, 7th & 8th grade – nice dress clothes)



(students will learn music for a grade in class – students are highly encouraged to 


enter the contest, but not required)

May 11
​Brown Primary Performance** (during school) – Symphonic Band



(pep rally uniform)

May 13
J.H. & 6th Grade Spring Concert –  Cafetorium  – 7p.m. 



(6th, 7th & 8th grade – nice dress clothes) 



Co-curricular event – all students are required to attend regardless of eligibility.

May 21
Spring Trip to Schlitterbahn*** – New Braunfels, TX - All Day



***REWARD TRIP*** for;





1
good behavior (no more than 4 strikes on behavior 






chart and NO referrals to the office from band)





2
100% attendance at extra rehearsals and 







performances 





3
Academically eligible for all performances 






4
Academically eligible at the time of the trip

**- these events require academic eligibility (passing all classes)

All band events are a required part of the student’s grade unless noted above

This calendar is subject to change.  We will try to give plenty of notice if an event changes.

Smithville Band Student Information Sheet
Please either complete and/or make corrections to the highlighted information 
on the back of this page OR fill out this side.
Student Name:______________________________  Grade: ________

Instrument: ___________________
Brand: _________  Serial#: ________
Email Address:










Address: _______________________  City: ___________   Zip: _________

Mother’s Name: ________________________________________________

Daytime Phone#: ___________________  Home Phone#: ______________

Address (if different from above):__________________________________

Father’s Name: ________________________________________________

Daytime Phone#: ___________________  Home Phone#:_______________

Address (if different from above):__________________________________

Parent’s E-mail Address 
Mom’s Email: _________________________________________________

Dad’s Email : __________________________________________________

***RETURN THIS PAGE TO BAND DIRECTORS BY SEPTEMBER 1st ***
JH Band Handbook Acknowledgement and Permission Form
Print Student’s Name











In case of emergency (if you can’t be reached):

Contact name: _________________________  Relationship: 




Phone numbers:












Any pertinent medical information (allergies to medication, health conditions, etc.): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




I have read and advised my child of the Smithville Junior High Band Handbook and understand the guidelines and commitments. I have also received a copy of the dates for band performances and rehearsals, and understand the requirements for attendance. 
I give permission for the following;

Use of recorded media (video or audio) of my child for band related purposes.

Allow pictures to be taken of my child that could possibly be used on the website. 

Medical treatment to be given to my child, if needed. 
Furthermore, I give permission for my child to ride the bus for all band activities this year. 

Student Signature





Date__
_______    _______________
Parent Signature





Date





------------------------------------------------------------------------------

T-Shirt Order Form

All 7th & 8th grade band students must have a band shirt for their Pep Rally uniform!!
6th grade band students – t-shirt order is optional
ALL ARE ADULT SIZES!  

IMPORTANT: Please specify quantity needed in the blank provided.
Small _____    Medium _____  Large _____  XLarge _____  XXLarge _____

All sizes are $10 each.  Student shirts must be paid for by September 1st
Student’s name: ____________________________



_____

